HOLLAND AND THE WAR
OFFICIALLY the country of our Dutch allies is
known as 'the Kingdom of the Netherlands', but
we usually call it 'Holland', and this is the most con-
venient name though, strictly speaking, it is not correct.
It is the official name of one part of the country only,
the part now divided into the two provinces of North
and South Holland; but Dutchmen themselves often
use it for the whole country, just as we often say
'England' when we mean the United Kingdom.
'Holland' is a shorter and handier name than 'the
Netherlands', and 'the Netherlands' is confusing be-
cause the Southern or Spanish or Austrian Nether-
lands, often mentioned in historical books about
former centuries, are the country which we now call
Belgium, and scarcely even overlap with the present
'Kingdom of the Netherlands'. 'The Low Countries',
which is another way of saying 'the Netherlands', is
used more vaguely to describe the whole region,
mostly low-lying, which includes Holland, Belgium,
and Luxemburg.
Before the German invasion Holland was one of
the most prosperous countries in the world. For one
thing, it had a lower death-rate than any other
country. The 'expectation of life' was greater than
anywhere else: a girl born in Australia could look
forward to a slightly longer life than a Dutch girl,
but, with this one exception, Holland took the first
place: even the Australian' boy had the prospect of a
shorter life than the Dutch boy. This was the more
remarkable because a low death-rate usually goes
with a low birth-rate, but in Holland the birth-rate was
high. Another test of prosperity is national income.
In average real income per head of population, in the
period 1925-34, Holland was amongst the richest